Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men

Apple Howling

1. The ceremony starts with a torchlight procession from the farmyard to the orchard, where everyone encircles the tree.

2. The Master of the Ceremony inaugurates the proceedings with the following invocation:

Here’s to thee, old apple tree,

May’st thou bud, may’st thou bow!

Hats full, caps full, bushel, bushel bags full,

Sacks full, barns full, and our pockets full too!

Hurrah!

3. A spiced wassail cake, soaked in cider, is placed in the fork of the tree to ensure the goodwill of the robins and other birds.  Cider is poured over the roots of the tree to encourage good growth.

4. All join in with:
Stand fast, root!  Bear well, top!

God send us a howling crop!

Every twig, apples big!

Every bough, apples enow!

Hurrah!

5. Volunteer beaters are then invited to thrash the tree with sticks to stimulate its growth.

6. Everyone then joins in the singing of a wassail song:
Wassail and wassail all over the town,

Our cup it is white and our ale it is brown,

Our cup it is made of the fine ashen tree.

Likewise our malt of the best barley.

And it’s your wassail, and it’s our wassail,

And it’s joy be to you and a jolly wassail.

O master and missus, are you both within?

Come open the door and let us come in.

O master and missus a-sitting by the fire,

Remember us poor travellers a-travelling through the mire.

Chorus
O where is the girl with the silver headed pin,

To open the door and let us come in?

O master and missus it is our desire,

A warm ale and cheese and a toast by the fire.

Chorus
We have a little purse and it’s made of leather skin,

A little silver sixpence would line it well within.

O master and missus, ‘tis time we were gone,

Remember us poor travellers ‘til we do come again.

Chorus
7. The Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men perform a number of dances, during which a collection will be taken.
8. The ‘general hullabaloo’ starts with the firing of a shotgun into the air.  Everyone makes as much noise as possible by any available means until the shotgun is fired again.
9. We give three cheers to the owner of the orchard for allowing the ceremony to take place, three cheers for the apple trees and three cheers for ourselves.  We then return to the farmyard, where spiced wassail cakes and cider from the farm are provided.

Notes:

a. Flaming torches are used in the procession and these bring obvious hazards, especially if it's windy.  We cannot allow children to carry torches at any point in the proceedings and we would appreciate the support of parents in enforcing this requirement.

b. Wellies, thick socks and warm gloves are usually essential!

c. There are no catering or toilet facilities at Old Mill Farm.  You may wish to bring drinks, especially for children.

d. You may wish to bring a copy of this with you.

Our summer dance programme will be published on our website:
www.crmm.org.uk.

Come and see us in daylight!

